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The minimum admissions standards for the state universities and undergraduate UMass 
campuses were established for several primary reasons: first, to emphasize the importance of 
successfully completing a rigorous academic course of study in high school (such as MassCore, a 
recommended program of studies that includes specific numbers and types of courses across 
academic subjects); second, to ensure that students are well prepared to complete college courses 
and their degrees; and third, to increase consistency across the state universities and 
undergraduate UMass campuses.  
 
Again, these standards are minimum requirements. Eligibility for admission is not an entitlement 
of admission for any applicant; as such, meeting the minimum standards does not guarantee 
admission, since admissions officers consider a wide range of factors in when reviewing students’ 
applications, and the state universities and UMass campuses can establish additional 
requirements. For information about any additional requirements, please contact the admissions 
office at the institution(s) to which the student is interested in applying.  
 
Note: 
These standards do not apply to the community colleges, which implement open admissions and 
enrollment policies. For additional information about admissions policies at the community 
colleges, please contact the admissions office at the institution(s) to which you are interested in 
applying. 
 
 
 
FRESHMAN APPLICANTS 
 
The admissions standards for freshmen applicants at Massachusetts public four year institutions 
have three primary components:  

1. Successful completion of required academic courses in specific subjects; and  
2. A minimum average and weighted grade point average (GPA) earned in high school level 

academic courses; and  
3. The submission of SAT or ACT scores. 

 

ACADEMIC COURSE REQUIREMENT 
  
All freshman applicants are required to successfully complete the following courses in each 
academic subject. Currently, these applicants are required to have completed 16 courses; starting 
with students who are enrolling during the fall of 2016, the number of required courses will 
increase to 17 given the required completion of four mathematics courses in high school. 
  
Table 1  provides detailed information about the course requirements for each academic subject.  

 



Table 1:  
Academic Course Requirements for Entering College Freshmen 
  
 
 

 
 
Note: 
Comparable courses are defined as coursework that is equal to or beyond the content defined in 
the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 
 
If a high school designates a course as a comparable mathematics course or designates a science 
course as a science laboratory course, college admissions officers must accept that the course 
meets the above requirements. High school transcripts should clearly indicate that the course(s) 
are mathematics or science courses.  
 
 
 
MINIMUM GPA REQUIREMENT  
 
The minimum average GPA for freshman applicants, weighted for accelerated (Honors and 
Advanced Placement) courses, is 3.0 for both the state universities and the UMass undergraduate 
campuses. Detailed information about calculating the weighted GPA is presented in the Appendix, 
pages 13 - 18.  
 
This GPA is based on all courses completed and grades received for courses in which the student is 
currently enrolled (for example, mathematics courses in which the student is enrolled during the 
senior year of high school).  

 



 
SAT/ACT SCORE REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET GPA REQUIREMENT  
All freshman applicants who meet the minimum average GPA requirement of 3.0 and are within 
three years of their high school graduation must submit their SAT scores (for Critical Reading and 
Mathematics) or ACT scores.  
For freshman applicants who do not meet the minimum GPA requirement, they must earn the 
following SAT or ACT scores in order to be eligible for admission.  
 
Note: 
NO APPLICANT WITH A HIGH SCHOOL GPA BELOW 2.0 MAY BE ADMITTED TO A STATE 
UNIVERSITY OR UMASS UNDERGRADUATE CAMPUS. 
 
 
Table 2:  
Required SAT or ACT Scores for Freshman Applicants to UMass Undergraduate Campuses 
 
 

 
 

The required SAT or ACT scores for freshman applicants to state universities are presented in 
Table 3. 
 
 
Table 3: 
Required SAT or ACT Scores for Freshman Applicants to State Universities 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: www.mass.edu/shared/documents/admissions/admissionsstandards.pdf 

 


